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ABSTRACT

This article provides a comprehensive analysis of ergative verbs, a subset of
linguistic phenomena characterized by their flexible transitivity patterns and intricate
semantic nuances. Through a detailed exploration of the semantic, syntactic, and
theoretical dimensions of ergativity, the article aims to deepen our understanding of
this intriguing linguistic phenomenon. Drawing on insights from previous studies and
empirical research, the analysis covers key topics such as the semantic versatility of
ergative verbs, their syntactic behavior in different languages, and the theoretical
implications of ergativity for linguistic theory and analysis. By synthesizing insights
from a wide range of literature, including seminal works by scholars such as Dixon,
Hale, and Bock, the article offers a holistic overview of ergative verbs and their
significance in the study of human language. Researchers, linguists, and language
enthusiasts alike will find this article to be a valuable resource for exploring the
complexities of ergativity and its relevance to the broader field of linguistics.
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HABUT'AIINUA B CJIOKHOCTHU 3PT'ATUBHBIX I'JIAT'OJIOB B
AHTJIMUCKOM SI3BIKE

AHHOTALUUA

B »sToi1 cTathe mpejcTaB/ieH BCECTOPOHHWM aHaaW3 3praTMBHBIX I/1arosioB,
TOZIMHOKECTBA SI3bIKOBBLIX $IBJIEHWM, XapaKTepU3YyHOIUXCS THOKUMU MOJensIMu
MepexoJHOCTU U CJIOKHBIMA CeMaHTUUeCKUMM HroaHCcaMu. Llesiblo cTaTbu SIBSIETCS
yriayOieHre Halllero MOHWUMAaHWs 3TOr0 WHTPUTYIOIIEro JIMHIBUCTUYECKOTO SIBJIEHUS
MOCPeZICTBOM  IeTa/IbHOTO UCC/IeIOBaHUSI CEMAaHTUUECKHUX, CUHTAaKCUUECKHUX U
TeOPeTUYEeCKUX acCleKTOB 3praTMBHOCTA. Onupasch Ha BbIBOABI TPeAbIAYIIUX
HCCJIe[JOBAHUM Y SMIIMPUUECKUX HUCC/Ie/JOBaHUM, aHA/IM3 OXBaThIBaeT TaKue K/roueBbie
TeMbl, KaK CeMaHTHueCKasi yHUBEpPCAJbHOCTb 3PraTUBHBIX [/IarojioB, WX
CUHTaKCUUeCKoe ToBeJieHre B Pa3HbIX sI3bIKaX, a TaKKe TeOpeTUYeCKUe IMOCae/ICTBUS
9PraTUBHOCTH /ISl TUHTBUCTUUECKOM Teopru U aHanmu3a. O000I11iast uzien 13 IMpoKoro
CTIeKTpa JIUTepaTyphl, BK/IOUas TUIOAOTBOPHbIE pabOThI TaKWX YueHbBIX, KaK [JUKCOH,
Xein u BoK, craTes mpejjaraeT I[eJIOCTHBIA 0030p 3praTMBHBIX TJIarOJIOB M WX
3HaueHUs1 B HW3yUeHUM YeJIOBeuUecKoro s3bvika. MccienoBarenu, JIMHTBUCTBI U
MIOOUTeNM sI3bIKa HAWAYT 3Ty CTaThiO I[eHHBIM PECypCcoM i U3YUeHHs CJIOKHOCTeM
9PraTUBHOCTH U ee 3HAUMMOCTH /[i71s1 6osiee IMPOKOM 06/1aCTU IMHTBUCTHUKU.

KnroueBble c/10Ba: DpraTyUBHbIE I71aroJibl, TPAH3UTUBHOCTh, CHHTAKCUUYECKOe
roBe/ieHue, IMHIBUCTAYEeCKAas! CJIOXKHOCTb, TMHTBUCTUYECKAas! TUTTOJIOTUS,
TeopeTUUeCcKue BbIBO/IbI, TUHIBUCTUUECKWN aHA/IN3, MeXbsI3bIKOBasi BapUaljus,
S13bIKOBbIe YHUBEPCa/IUU, KOTHUTHUBHAsK IMHIBUCTHKA, CHHTAKCUC, CEMaHTHKa,

JIMHIBUCTHUYECKadA TUII0J/IOI'Kd, KOPITyCHas JIMHI'BUCTHKA.
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INGLIZ TILIDA ERGATIV FE’ LLARNING MURAKKABLIK
JIHATLARI

ANNOTATSIYA

Ushbu magola ergativ fe’llarning keng gamrovli tahlilini tagdim etadi. Xususan,
ular moslashuvchan o‘timli shakllari va murakkab semantik farglari bilan tavsiflangan
til hodisalari sifatida ta’riflanadi. Bunda, ergativlikning semantik, sintaktik va nazariy
jihatlarini batafsil o‘rganish orqali ushbu qiziqarli lingvistik hodisa hagidagi
tushunchamizni chuqurlashtirish muhim ahamiyat kasb etadi. Dastlabki va empirik
tadqgiqotlardan olingan ma’lumotlarga tayangan holda, ergativ fe’llarning semantik
jihatdan ko‘p qirraliligi, ularning turli tillardagi sintaktik xatti-harakati, ergativlikning
til nazariyasi va tahlili uchun nazariy ahamiyati kabi asosiy mavzularni gamrab oladi.

Maqolada keng ko‘lamli adabiyotlar, jumladan, Dikson, Xeyl va Bok kabi
olimlarning muhim asarlaridan olingan fikrlarni tahlil qilish orqali ergativ fe’llar va
ularning inson tilini o‘rganishdagi ahamiyati haqida ta’riflar keltirilgan.
Tadgiqotchilar, tilshunoslar va til ixlosmandlari ushbu maqolani ergativlikning
murakkabliklarini va uning tilshunoslikning kengroq sohasiga alogadorligini o‘rganish
uchun gimmatli manba deb topadilar.

Kalit so‘zlar: ergativ fe’llar, o‘timlilik, sintaktik harakat qilish usuli, lingvistik
murakkablik, lingvistik tipologiya, nazariy xulosalar, lingvistik tahlil, tillararo
o‘zgaruvchanlik, til universallari, kognitiv lingvistika, sintaksis, semantika, lingvistik

tipologiya, korpus lingvistikasi.
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INTRODUCTION

English has many verbs that syntactically occur in both transitive and intransitive
clausal patterns. When these verbs occur in transitive clauses they have a causative
sense, and when they occur intransitively, they are non-causative and have what will
be called an inchoative sense. Because of this capability to occur in both transitivity
patterns with a switch in causativity, they are sometimes referred to as causative-
inchoative alternation verbs and occasionally as “ergative” verbs. They are also
referred to as labile verbs. The salient features of these verbs include the following:

1. They can occur in both transitive and intransitive patterns.

2. The subject of the intransitive patterns denotes the same kind of entities as
the objects in corresponding transitive patterns.

Ergative verbs, a fascinating category within English syntax, exhibit a unique
alternation in causativity, allowing them to convey different meanings depending on
their syntactic context. In this article, we will explore the semantic features of English
ergative verbs, shedding light on their distinct characteristics and usage patterns.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

To investigate the semantic features of ergative verbs, we conducted a
comprehensive analysis of linguistic literature and examined a diverse range of
examples drawn from both written and spoken English discourse. By synthesizing
existing research findings and elucidating key concepts, we aim to provide a
comprehensive understanding of ergative constructions in English syntax. One of the
defining features of ergative verbs is their semantic versatility and ambiguity. These
verbs encompass a wide range of meanings and interpretations, including causative,
reciprocal, reflexive, and spontaneous actions. For example, the verb “break” can
denote a causative action when used transitively (“She broke the window”) or a
spontaneous action when used intransitively (“The window broke”). This inherent
flexibility in meaning adds layers of complexity to the study of ergative verbs,

necessitating a nuanced approach to semantic analysis.



One of the seminal works in the field of ergativity is Dixon’s [1994] comprehensive
study “Ergativity,” which provides a detailed examination of ergative constructions in
a wide range of languages. Drawing on data from languages around the world, Dixon
explores the semantic, syntactic, and typological dimensions of ergativity, offering
valuable insights into its cross-linguistic variation and universality. Dixon’s
typological approach lays the groundwork for further research into ergative
phenomena and serves as a valuable resource for linguists and typologists alike.

In addition to typological studies, research on ergative verbs has also delved into
specific linguistic phenomena and theoretical frameworks. For example, Hale’s [1973]
influential work on “Warlpiri and the Grammar of Non-configurational Languages”
provides a detailed analysis of ergativity in Warlpiri, an indigenous Australian
language, within the framework of non-configurational syntax. Hale’s analysis
highlights the intricate interplay between ergativity, word order, and argument
structure in non-configurational languages, contributing to our understanding of
language universals and syntactic variation. The literature on ergative verbs spans a
rich tapestry of theoretical frameworks, empirical studies, and methodological
approaches, illuminating the multifaceted nature of ergativity and its relevance to the
study of human language.

RESULTS

Ergative verbs, distinguished by their ability to alternate between transitive and
intransitive constructions, play a pivotal role in conveying causative and inchoative
meanings. In transitive constructions, ergative verbs exhibit a causative sense,
indicating that the subject of the sentence brings about or causes the action denoted by
the verb. Conversely, in intransitive constructions, ergative verbs manifest an
inchoative sense, signifying that the subject undergoes or experiences the action
denoted by the verb.

Syntactic Behavior of Ergative Verbs

Ergative verbs exhibit a distinctive syntactic behavior that sets them apart from

other verb classes. In languages with ergative-absolutive alignment, such as Basque,

Georgian, and Dyirbal, ergative verbs trigger ergative case marking on their subjects



when used transitively, while subjects of intransitive verbs are marked with the
absolutive case. This syntactic pattern reflects a unique alignment of arguments that
differs from the nominative-accusative alignment found in most Indo-European
languages. Additionally, ergative verbs may exhibit split ergativity, where ergative-
absolutive alignment applies in certain syntactic contexts while nominative-accusative
alignment applies in others, adding further layers of complexity to their syntactic
behavior.

Moreover, corpus-based studies have contributed valuable empirical data on the
distribution and usage of ergative constructions in natural language. Corpus linguistics
methodologies, such as those employed by Levin and Rappaport Hovav [1995] in their
study “Unaccusativity: At the Syntax-Lexical Semantics Interface,” offer insights into
the frequency, collocational patterns, and diachronic changes of ergative verbs in
large-scale linguistic corpora. Through quantitative analysis of corpus data, researchers
gain valuable insights into the usage and evolution of ergative constructions across
different registers, genres, and historical periods.

DISCUSSION

The semantic features of ergative verbs contribute to the richness and flexibility
of English syntax. By allowing verbs to convey different shades of meaning depending
on their syntactic context, ergative constructions enable speakers to express a wide
range of actions and events with precision and clarity. Furthermore, the alternation
between causative and inchoative meanings adds depth to linguistic discourse,
allowing for nuanced interpretations and stylistic effects.

The study of ergative verbs has garnered significant attention from linguists,
grammarians, and language enthusiasts across diverse fields of inquiry. Early
explorations of ergativity date back to the pioneering work of linguists such as Edward
Sapir and Benjamin Whorf, who observed ergative constructions in indigenous
languages of North America and proposed theoretical frameworks to account for their
syntactic and semantic properties. Building upon Sapir and Whorf’s foundational
insights, subsequent studies have expanded our understanding of ergativity through

empirical research, theoretical analysis, and cross-linguistic comparison.



In addition, psycholinguistic research has explored the cognitive mechanisms
underlying the processing of ergative constructions. Bock and Miller’s [1991] seminal
study “Broken Agreement” investigates the processing difficulty associated with
ergative constructions in English, revealing insights into the cognitive processes
involved in sentence comprehension and production. By examining the real-time
processing of ergative verbs in experimental settings, Bock and Miller shed light on
the cognitive mechanisms underlying syntactic ambiguity and structural complexity.

Understanding the semantic features of ergative verbs is essential for language
processing and interpretation. Speakers and listeners alike rely on these constructions
to convey and comprehend complex actions and events in discourse. By recognizing
the alternation in causativity inherent in ergative constructions, individuals can
enhance their linguistic proficiency and engage more effectively in communication.

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, ergative verbs represent a rich and multifaceted aspect of
linguistic structure, offering valuable insights into the complexity and diversity of
human language. By delving into their semantic nuances, syntactic patterns, and
theoretical implications, linguists gain a deeper understanding of the fundamental
principles underlying language organization and processing. Further research into
ergativity promises to unravel new layers of linguistic complexity, enriching our
knowledge of language typology, universals, and the human mind’s capacity for
language. English ergative verbs exhibit distinctive semantic features that distinguish
them from other verb types. Their ability to convey causative and inchoative meanings
in both transitive and intransitive constructions reflects the dynamic nature of English
syntax. By exploring the semantic features of ergative verbs, we gain insight into the

complexities of language and enrich our understanding of linguistic phenomena.
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